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The OTC office has moved!
The cover photo of this edition of Ontario Traffic 
magazine is of the City of Toronto’s St. Lawrence 
Market.  We are pleased to announce that the OTC 
offices have relocated to 47 Colborne Street, suite 
204. We look forward to welcoming you to our new 
office in the year ahead!
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A 
s we begin to look ahead to 2018, I would like to take a moment to thank all 
of our members for your continued support of the OTC throughout this past 
year.  

The OTC has seen many changes in 2017 and continues to evolve in an effort to 
meet the ever changing needs of our membership and to continue to be the leading 
voice in Ontario’s traffic industry.  In addition to our annual courses and workshops, 
the OTC introduced three new offerings this year including the Pedestrian Safety 
& Risk Management Workshop, the Road Safety & Risk Management for Bicycle 
Facilities Workshop and most recently the OTC Technology Expo:  Automated 
Speed Enforcement & Beyond.  These new programs enabled us to reach out to 
an expanded range of traffic professionals tackling many of the current challenges 
facing the industry today.  We look forward to collaborating with our new and 
existing members to continue to build strong and pertinent programming for 2018.

There are some exciting initiatives that the OTC will be spearheading in 2018.  Our 
Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) Working Group played a vital role in the 
providing crucial input to the discussions that lead to the passing of Bill 65: The 
Safer School Zones Act in May of this year.  Further to this, our recent Technology 
Expo provided an opportunity for the Workshop Group to hear from ASE suppliers 
from across the province vying to provide their solutions to a uniformed approach 

President’s Letter

>>
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to launching new ASE guidelines province-wide.  We will continue to update our 
membership as we further develop our proposal to the province related to a Joint 
Processing Centre as well as fixed and mobile equipment.

2018 will also see the revision of OTM Book 18:  Bicycle Facilities.  We are 
currently procuring a consultant to manage the project who will be guided by 
traffic/bicycle infrastructure experts from the OTC, MTO and several of our 
member municipalities.  The revision will focus on both urban streets and rural 
roads, incorporating research, theory, , innovations, new methodologies and design 
concepts.  Similar to the current manual, the update will contain information 
on legal requirements, standards, best practices, procedures, guidelines and 
recommendations for bicycle facilities.  Stay tuned for updates and please contact 
the OTC at any time with questions about this project. 

With these and other new initiatives being planned for 2018, we are eager to 
face the year ahead and to share with you these as well as our returning annual 
programs (save the date for the OTC Annual Conference May 6-8 in Kingston!).  All 
OTC efforts are driven by your feedback, your working contributions to the traffic 
industry and most importantly, your continued support of our association.  Please 
have a safe and happy holiday season, and we can’t wait to see you all again in the 
new year.

Sincerely,

President

Ontario Traffic Council

President’s Letter, continued

4



The OTC Technology Expo took place December 4th at the Holiday Inn Toronto Airport, 
with over 100 people in attendance.  The Expo brought together members of the 
OTC Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) Working Group from 22 municipalities to 
hear from vendors providing their proposed technological solutions in advance of the 
development of a future vendor selection process.

In addition to having the opportunity to make individual presentations to the Working 
Group, ASE as well as non-ASE vendors also displayed in an adjoining showcase, 
networking with Expo attendees who were able to leave with valuable insight into 
current camera-based traffic technology solutions.

The ASE Working Group will continue to work to develop its proposal to the province 
related to a Joint Processing Centre as well as fixed and mobile equipment.

We would like to thank the vendors that displayed and made presentations at this event.

OTC
Technology

EXPO
Automated Speed Enforcement & Beyond
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OTC
TechX
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T
he OTC Traffic Engineering Committee hosted its Annual Traffic Engineering Workshop 
on October 29, 2017 at the Nottawasaga Inn with over 80 delegates from across the 
province in attendance.

The day-long program included sessions on current issues such as traffic growth rates, 
construction design staging, Automated Speed Enforcement, Transportation Impact 
Assessment guidelines as well an overview of the Town of Innisfil’s experience with the use of 
Uber in lieu of a formalized public transit system in a low-density municipal setting.  

The Workshop also featured a panel discussion on the topic of pedestrian crossovers 
with representatives from Milton, Kingston, Ottawa and Greater Sudbury sharing their 
experiences within their respective regions.

We would like to thank Deanna Green, our emcee, and the OTC Traffic Engineering 
Committee for their efforts in organizing the event, with special recognition to Paradigm 
Transportation Solutions for sponsoring this year’s Workshop.  

Save the date for the 2018 Traffic Engineering Workshop taking place October 18th!

Traffic Engineering 
Workshop 



Ottawa - Brampton 

Cycle
Odyssey

L
ast fall, as members of the Brampton Cycling 
Advisory Committee and BikeBrampton 
chatted after a committee meeting, I overheard 

John Van West and David Laing talking about 
planning a cycling trip from Ottawa to Brampton 
for Canada’s 150th birthday. Their inspiration 
came from Budi Tahir, a Brampton senior who 
circumnavigated Lake Ontario on his bike in 2013. 
After months of planning and training, the final 
group included cyclists David and his wife Dayle 
Laing, John, Rani Gill, Nelson Cadete and me, Lisa 
Stokes. John’s friend Jim Anderson drove his van 
pulling a trailer with our bikes and luggage. Nelson is 
Brampton’s Project Manager, Active Transportation 
and the rest of us are cycling advocates who are 
passionate about cycling.

John travelled to Ottawa with Jim and Nelson; the 
rest of us travelled on VIA Rail. Due to heavy traffic 
on the 401 and despite an earlier start by Jim, we 
arrived at the University of Ottawa residence where 
we were staying, at about the same time.

We checked in, went out for dinner and then 
explored Ottawa on foot.  At the Parliament 
buildings there was a Sound and Light show which 
included a story about the bell tower in the Center 
Block. We joked that it looked like bike gears and 
was a good omen.

We spent the next two days in Ottawa. David 
had organized meetings with the Ontario Office 
of the Minister for Small Business and Tourism, 

>>

Pickering Beach Boardwalk – Nuclear plant in the background

By: Lisa Stokes
Brampton Cycling Advisory Committee Member

https://www.bramptonguardian.com/community-story/4155128-brampton-senior-undertakes-900-kilometre-bike-ride/


Road Safety Programs, and Ministers Sohi and McKenna’s policy 
advisors, the purpose of which was to discuss Bill C-312, which 
was a private member’s bill to provide for the development and 
implementation of a national strategy on cycling, and other plans 
for supporting community active transportation initiatives.

We also managed to fit in a tour of the Parliament buildings before 
a late lunch. Then we headed back to our accommodation to unload 
our bikes and meet with Heather from BikeOttawa. Heather 
spent hours telling us about their advocacy wins and challenges 
and showing us the bike sights. It is easy to be envious of Ottawa’s 
wonderful cycling infrastructure, so it was very helpful to have a 
local advocate share the stories behind the infrastructure and their 
challenges – past, present and future.

Our final day in Ottawa was spent on short relaxing rides, stops 
for shopping for last-minute items for the trip, a very long lunch 
and a walk to Byward Market. We finished the day with an evening 
briefing to ensure we were prepared for the next day’s ride. We did 
this each evening for the rest of the trip.

Each morning began with a group photo.  We then cycled in groups 
of two or more, with a predetermined lunch stop, where Jim would 
meet us with the trailer, and a wonderful selection of groceries we 
used to prepare wraps and omelettes, along with drinks, fruit and 
other goodies.

We encountered many different cycling conditions and types of 
infrastructure ranging from the worst – Highway 62, leading into 
Belleville, with gravel shoulders and high speed traffic – to the best 
–  the Thousands Islands Parkway, a 37 km long bidirectional bike 
path separated from the road by a large grass boulevard and only 
interrupted by a few lightly-used intersections. In between those 
extremes we cycled on multi-use paths, quiet residential roads, 
quiet secondary highways with little traffic, painted bike lanes, 
buffered bike lanes, physically separated bike lanes and roads with 
paved shoulders of varying widths and pavement quality.

Good infrastructure made a huge difference to our comfort level, 
energy level and ability to socialize while riding.  On the Thousand 
Islands Parkway we could ride side by side, converse at a normal 
volume and relax knowing we need not be constantly vigilant for 
close passes and poor surface quality.  Even though it was the 
longest day in terms of distance and time spent on the saddle, it 
was not the most tiring.  However, it wasn’t just the Parkway that 
made for good cycling that day.  It was also the very low traffic 
volume country roads we followed from Merrickville to Brockville 
where we were able to cycle  for long periods with only rare passes 

>>

Bike Counter – Portage Bridge

>> Bike  Odyssey

https://bikeottawa.ca/


by cars, the drivers of which generally gave us 
a wide berth. Widespread driver education 
about safe behavior around cyclists could 
also improve the cycling experience, 
especially on shared infrastructure. Simply 
paving the shoulders of all roads would help 
improve cycling significantly until there 
is more dedicated cycling infrastructure 
available.

The final two days were spent largely on 
the Waterfront Trail.  Advocates from the 
Durham Region Cycling Coalition met us at 
the Durham/Northumberland border and 
accompanied us to Ajax, regaling us with 
their impressive knowledge of the area and 
stories of their advocacy. They recommended 
we follow the Waterfront Trail on our final 
day, rather than taking a shorter route 
through central Toronto.  We took their 

advice and were thankful to have done so. 
While we did occasionally encounter trouble 
with wayfaring signs, it was generally a 
comfortable, picturesque route to travel.

It was a wonderful trip. Great sights. Great 
people with whom to travel. I made the 
memories of a lifetime. In my head, I am 
already planning the next cycling odyssey. It 
was also a great opportunity for advocates 
and municipal staff to have a significant 
shared cycling experience, of good, mediocre 
and bad infrastructure, and to get to know 
each other outside of the committee room.  I 
can’t overestimate the value gained from that 
for our working relationship in the future.

You can read daily blog posts about the trip, 
including route maps, starting here.

TIME MOVING:   30:43:28 

TOTAL DISTANCE:  580.2

ELEVATION GAIN (M):  2907

AVERAGE SPEED:  18.9

MAX SPEED:  50.4

CALORIES BURNED: 7819

COFFEES CONSUMED: 11

Just the Numbers:

The total distance covered was 580km over six 
days ranging from 82 to 128km per day.

They Made It!

http://wp.me/p4TEzX-OE


RTB Safe Traffi c, Inc.
Tel.: 604-362-3389
E-Mail: sales@rtbsafetraffic.com
www.rtbsafetraffi c.com

Different than the Others!

RTB is excited to be introducing the most advanced Accessible 
Pedestrian System to the North American Market. With 
German innovation and engineering, RTB aims on setting a 
new standard for accessibility by providing a Pedestrian Push 
Button that improves the safety and experience for the 
visually impaired.

Deployed in over 40 Countries

Sensor Button Technology

5 Year Replacement Warranty

20+ years Industry Experience

CSA/UL Certifi ed

Pedestrian Detection

German Engineering

Developed in Collaboration with Blind Associations

Optimised Sound Alignment and Control

Reduced Noise Pollution

Automatic Volume Control by Phone App

Innovative Traffic Solutions, Inc.
Tel.: 905.643.3994
E-Mail: info@its-traffi c.com
www.its-traffi c.com

Available in Ontario through Innovative Traffi c Solutions
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DELEGATES

The 2017 Parking Workshop & 

Suppliers Showcase offered a day of 

interactive sessions and discussions, 

opportunities to learn about equipment 

and technology, networking with 

industry peers and prize draws.

Looking forward to the next Parking 

Workshop?  Keep an eye on otc.org for 

upcoming details on the 2018 Parking 

Workshop & Suppliers Showcase!

O T C  P A R K I N G  W O R K S H O P  &  S U P P L I E R S  S H O W C A S E
October 4, 2017 • Waterfront Hotel Burlington

SPEAKERS
Informative presentations, interactive sessions and roundtable discussions

O T C  P A R K I N G  W O R K S H O P  &  S U P P L I E R S  S H O W C A S E
October 4, 2017 • Waterfront Hotel Burlington

Cst. Clint Stibbe
Toronto Police Service

Kyle Ashley & Erin Urquhart
Toronto Police Service

Angela Rines
Niagara Parks Commission

Michael Back
Honk Mobile

Vince Mauceri
Transforward Consulting Group

THANK YOU TO ALL OF 
OUR SPEAKERS!

Would you like to share what’s new with 

parking in your municipality or company? 

Planning has begun for the 2018 Parking 

Workshop  --  please contact the OTC office 

or a member of the parking committee if 

you’d like to present.

Christine Tettman
City of Waterloo

Paul Byrne
City of Burlington

Michael Harrison, Toronto Police Service with 
Street Graffiti Solutions
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