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Save the Date!
Save the date for the 2019 OTC Annual Conference 
& Supplier Showcase, May 5-7, London
Cover image:  The cover of this issue is a vintage 
cover of a 1970 edition of Ontario Traffic Magazine 
which also featured the Annual Conference 
program, also held in London, ON of that year.
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G
reetings on behalf of the OTC, I hope you are enjoying your summer!  I 
would like to take a moment to reflect on the first half of 2018 and look 
ahead to what the OTC has in store our members in the coming months.

We are fresh off of the success of our 68th Annual Conference and Supplier 
Showcase held May 6-8 in Kingston, ON.  This year’s program brought together a 
record 18 suppliers and over 80 delegates for two days of seminars, networking, 
technical tours and social events.  We would like to thank all who attended for 
making this year’s conference a success.

The OTC’s Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) Working Group continues to 
work toward a unified approach to the implementation of ASE within Ontario 
Municipalities and the potential for a Joint Processing Centre (JPC).  A project 
Steering Committee has now been formed and will serve as a governing council for 
the ASE program, guided by the goal of improving road user safety through greater 
speed limit compliance.  Our current working groups will report to the Steering 
Committee which is open to and comprised of all municipalities who are fully 
committed to the ASE program and pilot development.  Currently, 17 municipalities 
have committed to participate.  Regular updates on the ASE program and the 
activities of the Working Group will be posted at https://otc.org/communications/
otc-reports/.

President’s Letter

>>
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Work on the OTM Book 18 revision project is also well underway with the official 
kick-off meeting held May 8th in Kingston.  A contortion of consultants lead 
by WSP Canada Group Ltd. has been procured to spearhead the project under 
the guidance of the OTC.  The group is currently accepting feedback from OTC 
members on proposed changes to the manual and will continue to accept feedback 
over the coming months.  Please contribute by sharing your experiences and 
perspectives in cycling facility design by completing the survey at the following link:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2018OBSOTC.  Updates on the status of this 
project will also be posted at https://otc.org/communications/otc-reports/.

Marking our continued commitment to the issue of pedestrian safety, the OTC 
held its second Pedestrian Safety & Risk Management Workshop on June 20th 
in Toronto for a sold out audience.   The summer has also seen the return of the 
Environmental Assessment Workshop which took place July 18th at Black Creek 
Pioneer Village.  This year’s program boasted a wide spectrum of topics related 
to EA’s and the EA process ranging from Archeological Assessments to the 
collaboration between Pubic Health and transportation.   Please see www.otc.org/
events for details on all of our upcoming OTC events including the 2018 Parking 
Workshop,  the Road Safety & Risk Management for Bicycle Facilities Workshop, 
Traffic Engineering Workshop, School Zone Safety Workshop and the New 
Mobility Workshop.

On behalf of the OTC, I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy summer.  
Please watch for emails relating to our upcoming events, research projects and 
other association activities.  

Sincerely,

President

Ontario Traffic Council

President’s Letter, continued
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OTM Book 12

The Ontario Traffic Council is pleased to announce the release by the 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation of Ontario Traffic Manual 12A: 
Bicycle Traffic Signals.

The OTC and a cross-section of municipalities from across Ontario provided 
input to assist with the development of the Manual.  The development of this 
guide dealing with bicycle signals was intended to serve as a companion to Ontario 
Traffic Manual Book 18: Cycling Facilities, which was created through a partnership 
between OTC, MTO and 12 Ontario municipalities.  A project to revise and update OTM 
Book 18 is currently underway.

OTM Book 12A can also be used in conjunction with Ontario Traffic Manual Book 12: Traffic 
Signals. For details visit www.otc.org/research

Bicycle Traffic Signals
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Conference Review
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T
he 68th Annual OTC Conference and Supplier 

Showcase took place May 6-8 at the Four Points 

by Sheraton, Kingston.  With a record 18 suppliers 

and over 80 delegates, this proved to be one of our 

most successful events to date.

The unofficial start the program was the Sunday evening 

Presidents Reception, sponsored by Arges Training & 

Consulting,  which provided delegates the opportunity to 

meet and reconnect with some of their colleagues upon 

their arrival in Kingston, and to get a preview of the Supplier 

Showcase. The conference venue was located in the heart of 

Kingston’s downtown, just steps away from the waterfront, 

which also allowed attendees to take in the surrounding 

area and get a feel for the Limestone City.

Monday’s program began with opening remarks from OTC 

President, Nelson Cadete and Kingston Mayor, Bryan 

Paterson who provided delegates with an overview of some 

of the initiatives being undertaken by the City.  His remarks 

served as a precursor to the afternoon’s technical tours 

which took place both by bus and on foot.  Tours were led 

by City of Kingston staff who provided participants a first-

hand look at current projects and issues facing the City and 

allowed them to explore Kingston’s infrastructure.

Monday evening both delegates and suppliers were 

invited to attend a haunted tour of Fort Henry followed by 

dinner held in the Fort Henry Discovery Centre.  Weather 

cooperated and all who braved the May flies were rewarded 

with beautiful sunset views of the City and a fun-filled 

evening with colleagues and new friends.  We would like 

to thank WSP Canada Group Canada once again for their 

sponsorship of this event. >>
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The annual closing Awards Lunch was held Tuesday, May 8th and 

was sponsored by Jenoptik Traffic Solutions.  We would like to 

congratulate this year’s recipients who included Deanna Green 

(Honorary OTC Membership), Manoj Dilwaria (Transportation 

Planning Professional of the Year), City of Vaughan 

(Transportation Planning Project of the Year), Bruno Lepage 

(Top Student-2018 Technical Traffic Operations Course) and 

Cst. Scott Stevenson (Top Student-2018 Police Traffic Officers 

Course).

We would like to take the opportunity to thank our speakers, 

who lead sessions on topics including the Sidewalk Priority 

Index, paved shoulders as AT corridors, prioritizing capital 

projects, Ontario cycling funding, building multi-modal 

networks, and influencing cyclist/motorist behaviour through 

pavement markings.  Your time and expertise were a valuable 

asset to our program.  We would also like to thank the City 

of Kingston for hosting our delegation and for City staff who 

contributed much time and resources to enhancing the overall 

conference experience for our attendees.  This includes the 

Kingston Police Force who launched our technical tours 

by providing live demonstrations of their latest in traffic 

enforcement technology.

We are currently reviewing feedback submissions and are eager 

to get to work on the next year’s program.  An announcement 

regarding location of the 2019 OTC Annual Conference will be 

made in the coming weeks.

Conference
Review >>
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Advanced solutions for public safety. 
SHARING EXCELLENCE
As the world's leading supplier, we draw on over 80 years of experience and have successfully installed over 30,000 systems in more than 80 countries,
making us a specialist in advanced concepts and customized services to meet your specific requirements for Traffic Law Enforcement and Civil Security.
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We must all hold ourselves accountable for tomorrow.  
For us, that means creating innovative solutions  

to the challenges the future will bring. Can we design  
a place where our communities can thrive? 

What if we can?

Buildings  /  Energy, Resources & Industry  /  Environment  /  Geomatics  /  Infrastructure  /  Transportation
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ince 1954 the Ontario Traffic Council (OTC) has conducted Traffic Training 
Courses for traffic enforcement and traffic engineering staff.

The Technical Traffic Operations Course focuses on providing participants with a 
basic overview of all aspects of traffic engineering including an understanding of 
the various types of traffic control devices and how to use them. At the end of the 
course, students would be able to review a traffic problem and determine possible 
approaches to solve the problem.

The 2018 course took place from April 9th to 20th at the Ontario Police College 
located in Aylmer, and as always the OPC provided the very best in hospitality 
and a great learning environment for students who came from police services and 
municipalities across Ontario. An all-volunteer team of instructors came together 
to teach courses on topics ranging fromTraffic Signing to Collision Analysis to Tort 
Liability.   We would like to thank our 2018 course instructors for ensuring that 
the content of these courses provided the very best information and excellent 
opportunities for skill building for the students.  We would also like to extend 

 
Technical

Traffic Operations 
Course 

>>
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congratulations to our top students, Bruno Lepage, City 
of Ottawa (Technical Course) and Cst. Scott Stevenson, 
Halton Police Services (Officers Course).

The Police Traffic Officers Course also ran concurrently 
for the first three days of the OTC Technical course. 
This course was primarily intended for front line patrol 
officers including supervisors assigned to traffic related 
duties. Participants received refresher updates on 
current legislation pertaining to Highway Traffic Act and 
Criminal Code driving offences.

The OTC Traffic Training Committee will be meeting to 
plan another great traffic training course to be held in the 
spring of 2019, stay tuned for details and dates.

Techical Traffic 

Training>>



OTM Book 18

S
ince the publication of the original OTM Book 
18 in 2013, the land use and transportation 
context in Ontario has changed significantly. 
The growth of commuter cycling, urban 

intensification, movement towards more complete 
streets and a focus on Vision Zero are just a few of 
the emerging trends in transportation planning and 
engineering. Coupled with new international design 
guidance, best practices and research, it is time to 
update Book 18 to address these changes and further 
support improving cycling infrastructure in Ontario.

The Book 18 update project is being managed by the 
Ontario Traffic Council who has retained a project 
team led by WSP (Project Lead) in association with 
Alta Planning and Design, True North Safety Group 
(Road Safety) and Marnie Peters (Accessibility/
AODA) as well as Share the Road (Stakeholder 
Engagement).  The project team is guided by a 
steering committee of representatives from a 
number of municipalities and the MTO. The team is 
currently assembling and reviewing best practices 
research on various innovative facility types 
and treatments such as protected intersections, 
roundabouts, cycle tracks at transit stops, transitions 
between facility types, pavement markings, signage, 
buffered and physically separated bike lanes and 
how cycling facilities should interact with accessible 

(AODA) designed pedestrian facilities. Research 
briefs on key topics are currently being completed 
that summarize best practices and case studies for 
inclusion in the Book 18 update and identify key 
design questions that may require further research 
by others in the future. These briefs will contribute 
towards development of new and updated content 
for Book 18. 

The steering committee held it official kick-off 
meeting on May 8th following the OTC Annual 
Conference, and the project team is now collecting 
feedback from the general public through to the end 
of 2018. This input is being used to identify lessons 
learned by municipal planners and engineers using 
the current Book 18 guidelines as well as from the 
public’s experience using cycling facilities across 
Ontario, and to better understand what needs to be 
changed in the current Book 18 and what should be 
added (e.g. Protected Intersections). The Ontario 
Traffic Council and project team would like to thank 
the more than 180 respondents (as of mid-July) who 
have taken the time to respond to our survey and 
provide their input. The survey will remain online 
throughout the year to inform the later phases of the 
project. The survey can be accessed here: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/OTMagazine2018

REVISION UPDATE 



The comments above, both published in a June 5th 

Toronto Star article, highlight how concerned parents 
and policy-makers are about unsafe speeds in school 
zones, and how Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) 
can be an effective tool in our quest for safer streets 
for all road users. In order to achieve these goals, the 
Ontario Traffic Council is leading the way by bringing 
together municipalities, consultants, vendors, and the 
province to help develop a solution.

Starting in late 2017, OTC has been working its ASE 
Working Groups to guide the program forward. Since 
then, program consultant IBI Group has developed a 
site selection framework and site inventory to help 
road authorities choose the areas which could 
benefit most from ASE implementations. 
Meanwhile, the City of Toronto has 
been working towards a joint 

processing centre for ASE infractions, and has been 
preparing pilot projects and an ASE vendor RFP. At 
the same time, the Working Groups have passed the 
torch onto the ASE Steering Committee who will 
oversee the ASE program and ensure that it responds 
to the needs of communities across Ontario.

As Mike Barnet, Toronto’s Senior Project Manager for 
Traffic Safety Delivery remarked, “We want to make 
sure that we get consideration from all municipalities 
and sort out the issues that are common to us all.” To 
make that happen as the program shifts from planning 
to implementation, the OTC will continue to play a 

leadership role by bringing stakeholders, decision-
makers and expertise together.

“WE WANT KIDS TO FEEL LIKE THEY CAN GET TO AND FROM SCHOOL SAFELY.” 
Toronto Councillor Jaye Robinson

“PEOPLE NEED TO SLOW DOWN. IF IT MEANS THAT THEY’RE GOING TO HAVE BIG TICKETS, AND 

PAY THROUGH THE NOSE FOR SAFETY INFRACTIONS, AND MAYBE LEARN A LESSON THAT WAY, 

THAT WOULD BE A MUCH BETTER WAY THAN A CHILD LOSING THEIR LIFE.” 

Etobicoke parent Katie Piccininni.

By: Andre Griffith
IBI Group

OTC ASE
UPDATE 



 
 
 

  

 

OTC & HARMONIZE MOBILITY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September 14, 2018 
Ivey Tangerine Leadership Ctr. 

130 King St. West. 
Toronto, ON 

 
 

Register online at:  
www.otc.org/events 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ontario Traffic Council     
204-47 Colborne St., Toronto, ON  M5E 1P8    T: 647.346.4050  E: traffic@otc.org 
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NEW MOBILITY WORKSHOP 
Ivey Tangerine Leadership Centre, 130 King St. West, Toronto, ON  

Friday, September 14, 2018 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
This New Mobility Workshop offers participants a thorough understanding of the current trends 
that are propelling transportation into an extraordinary revolution. We will dive into the potential 
economic, environmental, and social impacts that are potential outcomes of vehicle automation 
and related advancements. These sessions cut a path through speculation and uncertainty to 
focus on the specific risks, opportunities, and choices cities and communities face right now, 
and to offer a set of tools and ideas for how to navigate them. 
 
TOPICS WILL INCLUDE: 
• Four sequential 'Automated Vehicle Eras' that we are likely to live through;  
• Two key future mobility markets and the forces that will stimulate or inhibit each of them; 
• Four immediate and ongoing responses available to planners and politicians; 
• Four anxieties associated with automated vehicles; 
• Reasons for and against choosing robotaxi service over vehicle ownership; 
• Multiple planning models for targeting positive AV integration 
• Why and how to migrate from an own-and-operate transit model to a specify-and-   

regulate model 

Content is divided into an introduction and seven modules. Each module will include new 
content presented by the instructor, group discussion, and collaborative exercises where 
participants will apply what they’ve learned and solidify key takeaways. 
 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND: 
This workshop is designed to prepare city leaders, transportation and land use planners, 
entrepreneurs, future-thinking citizens, and anyone who has responsibilities in transportation 
decision-making for significant coming changes to mobility. The focus of the workshop is on 
planning for both short and long-range evolutionary impacts of ride hailing, Mobility-as-a-Service 
(MaaS), and vehicle automation from both general and local planning perspectives in order to 
prepare cities and communities for transformation. 
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ABOUT THE INSTRUCTORS: 

This workshop will be co-led by Bern Grush and David Thurlow, both of the Toronto-based New 
Mobility research group Harmonize Mobility. 
 

 
Bern Grush is the author of over 400 papers and articles on transportation demand 
management issues, and is the principal author of “The End of Driving: Transportation systems 
and public policy planning for autonomous vehicles”. He was named Toronto Star Wheels’ 
Newsmaker of the Year in 2017 for his research on vehicle automation. He holds degrees in 
Human Factors and Systems Design Engineering from the Universities of Toronto and 
Waterloo. 

 

 
David Thurlow researches, speaks, and writes about technology adoption and policy, with a 
primary focus on new transportation technologies. He has a background in entrepreneurship, as 
well as advocacy for improved policy and safety for unmanned aircraft systems. David holds a 
master’s degree in Science and Technology Studies from York University in Toronto. 
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NEW MOBILITY WORKSHOP 
Ivey Tangerine Leadership Centre, 130 King St. West, Toronto, ON  

Friday, September 14, 2018 

Friday, September 14, 2018 

8:00 am to 8:30 am Breakfast & Registration 

8:30 am 

Introduction: New Mobility and its Impacts 
The workshop introduction includes an overview of the current megatrends 
related to transportation, their potential impacts, and uncertainties and 
decision points that lie ahead for city leaders and planners 

8:45 am 

Module 1: Markets for Automated Vehicles 
In this segment we will: 

 Discuss the forms and stages in which vehicle automation can be 
expected to arrive 

 Differentiate between the markets for private vehicles and ride 
services 

 Introduce a planning model useful for understanding how the 
introduction of AVs could be used to influence these markets in ways 
that support city objectives 

9:30 am 

Module 2: Land Use Risks and Opportunities 
In this segment we will: 

 Consider how transportation policy can affect sprawl, and how sprawl 
impacts a city’s transportation options 

 Compare how vehicle automation could impact areas of car-oriented 
and transit-oriented development differently 

 Examine options for how automated vehicles could facilitate new 
forms of transit-oriented development 

10:15 am Break 

10:30 am 

Module 3: Transportation and Local Economies 
In this segment we will: 

 Discuss new areas of business that automated vehicles could support 
 Discuss potential impacts on jobs, both positive and negative 
 Outline potential losses and gains for city revenue 
 Consider how certain uses of AVs could support local businesses in 

new ways 

11:15 am 

Module 4: Accelerators and Barriers 
In this segment we will: 

 Compare reasons for users to choose or not choose to shift from 
using a privately owned vehicle to using shared AV fleets 
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 Discuss additional barriers or anxieties users might face that could be 
overcome by new market solutions 

 Look at how costs will play a role in the speed of AV deployment 
 Discuss how Mobility-as-a-Service could be an accelerator for vehicle 

automation 
Consider additional physical, political, and social barriers to certain AV uses 

12:00 pm Lunch 

1:00 pm 

Module 5: Behavior Changes 
In this segment we will: 

 Compare the goals of planners and consumers 
 Discuss four strategies cities have for influencing user choices 
 Look at examples for applying these strategies to the adoption of 

vehicle automation, or to a shift from using private vehicles to ride 
services 

 Discuss additional decision factors from the field of Behavioural 
Economics 

1:45 pm Break 

2:00 pm 

Modules 6-7 
In this segment we will: 

 Discuss ideas for introducing automated vehicles to public transit 
applications 

 Discuss recent examples of AV shuttle pilot projects and deployments 
around the world 

 Compare publicly owned/operated AV fleets to private AV fleets that 
cities regulate 

 Discuss how AV fleets could be regulated to integrate with public 
transit and operate in alignment with other city goals 

 Describe how a data management system could be used to manage a 
city’s transportation supply through incentives and fair pricing 

3:30 pm Closing remarks 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
Register online at www.otc.org/events 

or 
Return completed form to traffic@otc.org or fax to 647-346-4060 

OTC Members:  $375+HST    Non-Members:  $425+HST    

First Name 
 
 

Last Name 
 
 

Company 
 
 

Position  

Business Address 
 
 

Telephone  

Email 
 
 

 
 

PAYMENT INFORMATION: 
 

Cheques can be made payable to Ontario Traffic Council 
 

Credit Card Payment: 
*A receipt will be emailed when your payment has been processed. 

 

VISA/MC #  

Exp. Date  

Name on Card  

 
Ontario Traffic Council     

204-47 Colborne St., Toronto, ON  M5E 1P8    T: 647.346.4050  E: traffic@otc.org 
 




