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Save the Date!
Save the date for the 2019 OTC Annual Conference 
& Supplier Showcase, May 5-7, London

2



A
s we near the end of 2018, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you, our OTC members for your contributions to the OTC’s 

initiatives throughout this year.   This has been a successful year 

for the OTC and we are grateful for your support.

Since the last issue of OT Magazine, the OTC has hosted a series of workshops 

across the GTA and beyond.  This included the New Mobility Workshop, 

Road Safety & Risk Management for Bicycle Facilities Workshop, Traffic 

Engineering Workshop, School Zone Safety Workshop as well as multiple 

OTM Book 7 Training opportunities.  We have been excited to see a number 

of new faces at all of these events and we will continue to develop programs 

to meet the needs of our evolving membership in 2019.  Please continue to 

check www.otc.org/events for all current event listings.

Included in this issue you will find updates on both the OTM Book 18 Update 

Project as well as an update on the OTC’s involvement in the Automated 

Speed Enforcement (ASE) project.  The OTC continues to serve as the voice 

of our membership on these matters and we have enjoyed a constructive 

working relationship with our member committees who have volunteered 

President’s Letter

>>
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their time and expertise to helping guide these initiatives.  A special thank you to all 

of our committee members for their ongoing contributions to these projects and to 

all OTC programs.

Looking ahead, 2019 is already shaping up to be an exciting year for the OTC.  We 

are continuing to seek out new research opportunities to provide our members 

with current, relevant resources and are working to develop new training 

opportunities and to enhance our existing programs.  We will be issuing requests 

for session topics over the coming weeks and we hope that you will take a moment 

to offer your suggestions as we strive to provide you with the highest standard of 

professional development opportunities.

On behalf of the OTC, I wish you a safe and happy holiday season and I look forward 

to seeing and working with you in the new year.

Sincerely,

President

Ontario Traffic Council

President’s Letter, continued
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I am pleased to have joined the Ontario 
Traffic Council as Executive Director 
this past October. The focus on 
engineering, education and enforcement 
around transportation within Ontario’s 
Municipalities and Regions is what drew me 
to this position  Working together with the 
MTO, municipalities and other stakeholders 
at solving transportation infrastructure 
challenges is something I enjoyed in my 
previous role with the Ontario Road 
Builders’ Association. 

Along with my lovely daughters Courtney 
and Makenzie, my wonderful wife Ann and 
I live in Whitby where we enjoy walking our 
dog Angel along the pedestrian and cycling 
paths and trails throughout our community. 
Having focused on an industry building roads 
and bridges in my last job, I look forward 
to expanding my reach to include active 
transportation.

The OTC is at an exciting stage in the 
association’s journey where there is an 
opportunity to expand and grow our member 
value and along with it, our membership 
base. Next summer the OTC Board will be 
embarking on a strategic planning exercise 

which will help develop strategic goals and 
objectives that will guide the association in 
its next 3 to 5 years.

With a small staff of two, volunteers and 
consultants are an important part of 
our organizational structure.  Member 
engagement is excellent with over 120 
volunteers sitting on our 7 committees. The 
OTC brand is strong with recognition of our 
technical expertise and education within 
municipalities, industry suppliers, the MTO, 
law enforcement and other stakeholders. 
The association is governed by a strong, 
committed and hard-working Board of 
Directors.

I look forward to working with Scott Godwin, 
OTC’s Operations Manager, in continuing 
a focus on excellent customer service and 
expanding OTC’s communications, product, 
service and programs to members and the 
industry.

Member feedback is important and I 
encourage you to provide your thoughts, 
opinions, concerns and kudos. I can be 
reached by phone at (647) 346 4050 or by 
email at geoff@otc.org.

Introducing

Geoff Wilkinson   
OTC Executive Director
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We must all hold ourselves accountable for tomorrow.  
For us, that means creating innovative solutions  

to the challenges the future will bring. Can we design  
a place where our communities can thrive? 

What if we can?

Buildings  /  Energy, Resources & Industry  /  Environment  /  Geomatics  /  Infrastructure  /  Transportation

Fall 2018 was a busy season for the OTC with 

several of our annual workshops taking place as 

well as some all new programming.  

This September we held our first New Mobility 
Workshop in downtown Toronto.  With an emphasis 

on autonomous vehicles, this workshop provided 

attendees with a forum to discuss what we know, what 

we can expect and to identify what municipalities are 

doing to ensure that they are ready.  As this topic 

remains at the forefront of the traffic industry, the 

OTC will continue to incorporate this into our 2019 

programs and to provide our members with resources 

to assist in facing potential challenges.

The last several weeks also saw the return of our Road 

Safety & Risk Management for Bicycle Facilities, Traffic 

Engineering and School Zone Safety Workshops.  

Attendees engaged in thought provoking discussions 

lead by industry leaders on subjects including OTM 

Book 18, Vision Zero, Automated Speed Enforcement 

(ASE), AODA, virtual reality programs used to 

encourage safe commutes for school children and 

many more.

Our OTC member committees are currently working 

to develop programs for our 2019 courses, workshops, 

symposiums and annual conference.  If you have an 

idea for for a session topic, please email us at traffic@

otc.org.  Event dates and programs will be posted as 

they become available at www.otc.org/events.

>>

Thought 
LEADERSHIP

OTC Fall Events 

Prof. Barbara Morrongiello, University of Guelph discussing 

the use of virtual reality to encourage a safe commute to 

school at the OTC School Zone Safety Workshop 

Deanna Green, City of Kingston on our Vision Zero Panel at 

the October 18 Traffic Engineering Workshop

Attendees share insights on future modes of mobility at 

OTC’s first ever New Mobility Workshop 



We must all hold ourselves accountable for tomorrow.  
For us, that means creating innovative solutions  

to the challenges the future will bring. Can we design  
a place where our communities can thrive? 

What if we can?

Buildings  /  Energy, Resources & Industry  /  Environment  /  Geomatics  /  Infrastructure  /  Transportation
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O
ver the summer and fall of 2018, the 
OTM Book 18 project team (WSP with 
Alta Planning and Design, Share the 
Road Cycling Coalition, Marnie Peters & 

Co and True North Safety) and steering committee 
have been researching key design and operational 
topics related to cycling facilities. The research was 
consolidated into research briefs that summarize 
best practices, innovative design solutions and 
outline key challenges that the revised OTM Book 
18 should aspire to resolve. These best practices 
and future considerations have been documented 
in the “Design Topic Summary Document”, which 
was the main deliverable for Phase 1 of the OTM 
Book 18 Update, and will serve as a guiding resource 
throughout the development of new and revised 
content for Book 18.

In addition to research and technical content 
development, the project team has conducted 
another round of outreach to traffic and 
transportation professionals at the 2018 OTC Fall 
Workshop. Jason Neudorf from WSP and Russell 
Brownlee from True North Safety provided an update 
presentation during the workshop. Russell provided 
insights on design for cyclist road safety and Jason 
briefed attendees on key insights and takeaways 
from the Design Topic Summary Documents. A 

draft outline for the table of contents was shown to 
attendees to provide some context regarding the 
approach to the update.  

As 2018 draws to a close, the project team will use 
the input from the online survey, in-person and 
stakeholder engagement and the Design Topic 
Summary Document to commence revisions and 
updates to OTM Book 18. The project team is aiming 
to complete the planning chapters during the Winter 
of 2019. These initial sections will be used to fine-
tune the layout, content and the look and feel of 
OTM Book 18 prior to revising the technical design 
guidance sections of Book 18. The development of 
the revised and new chapters will be a collaborative 
effort between the project team and the steering 
committee.

The Ontario Traffic Council and the project team 
would like to thank all 300+ respondents who have 
take their time to complete the “Practitioners and 
Public Lessons Learned” online survey. Your feedback 
has been invaluable to inform decision making in the 
update process and to validate design challenges. 
If you would like to contribute to the study, there 
is still time and we encourage you to complete the 
survey through the following link https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/OTMagazine2018. 

OTM

Book 18 
Revision Update



Delta Armouries London 
London, ON 
May 5-7, 2019 
www.otc.org/events 

OTC 2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE & SUPPLIER SHOWCASE 

 See the latest in traffic technology  

 Hear from industry experts on issues facing transportation  
professionals today 

 Network with colleagues and peers from across the province 

 Take part in technical tours, social events and other new program  
features for 2019 

Details @ www.otc.org/events 9



I
t’s been nearly 14 years since the Ontario 
Government rolled out its Accessibility for 
Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), an 
initiative which has since informed the design and 
construction of public infrastructure throughout 
the province. 

Launched in 2005, the Act intends to “recognize 
the history of discrimination against persons 
with disabilities in Ontario” by introducing new 
accessibility standards by which all infrastructure 
stakeholders holders must eventually comply. Those 
stakeholders include municipal engineers and city 
planners, who have spent over a decade implementing 
AODA standards that collectively aim to enhance 
access to goods, services, facilities, accommodation, 
employment, buildings, structures and premises for 
Ontarians with disabilities.  

There’s no doubting the positive intent of the Act. 
Real-world applications and conflicts between the 
AODA and existing guidelines, however, have made 
the journey challenging for municipal transportation, 
active transportation, and planning engineers.

For example, says Doug MacKay, Manager of 
Engineering at York Region: “York Region is 
committed to and recognizes the importance of 
making our intersections accessible. The AODA is 
prescriptive in how to be compliant at intersections. 
Unfortunately, not all intersections in York Region are 
the same and engineering judgment is needed to meet 
AODA requirements … meeting the requirements has 
been challenging depending upon the characteristics 

of the intersection.”

Nevertheless, municipal stakeholders like MacKay 
are making progress with AODA compliance. York 
Region itself has created an Accessibility Advisory 
Committee to advise on multi-year accessibility 
plans and policies and the steps MacKay and his team 
have taken to weave AODA requirements into their 
ongoing construction activity.

“York Region has taken this as an opportunity 
to develop its own standards using the AODA 
requirements as a base, along with the Ontario 
Provincial Standards,” MacKay explains. “The Region 
has implemented its standards for three construction 
seasons, modifying the standards as issues arise 
in the field. There were some initial struggles with 
contractors and our field staff installing tactile plates, 
but through trial and error our contractors have 
mastered the art of installing tactile plates.”

And though it may take a number of years to fully 
comply with AODA requirements, he adds, “[We] 
continue to move in the right direction. 

Examples of AODA in action can be found throughout 
OTC’s membership. The City of Hamilton, for example, 
has ensured suitable accommodations are provided 
for transit users adjacent to bicycle lanes, and has 
also had “Urban Braille” embedded into its downtown 
sidewalk design for a number of years now – a 
technique which uses gray edges and several specific 
types of ‘coded’ textured concrete to convey tactile 
information for the visually impaired and blind. 

AODA 
in Action 

OTC members moving forward with Ontario’s accessibility act

>>



Elsewhere, The City of Mississauga has leveraged Federal 
grant funding from the Public Transit Infrastructure Fund 
to install Tactile Warning Surface Indicators (tactile plates) 
in high transit priority locations, near community hubs, 
and along major transportation corridors. Moreover, the 
Region of Peel has installed Signalized Separate Crossride 
along several major thoroughfares, including high-traffic 
zones along Airport Road. 

Further north, the City of Ottawa has also been 
working towards AODA’s intent. The capital developed 
Accessibility Design Standards (ADS) in 2012 to make 
sure all city-owned and operated spaces and facilities 
are inclusive and accessible to everyone. Additionally, it 

too has installed tactile walking surface indicators and 
accessible pedestrian signals (APS), the latter of which use 
audible, tactile, vibrotactile and visual signage methods to 
help all pedestrians safely cross its city streets.

These are among the many initiatives taking place to bring 
municipalities in line with AODA standards. And indeed, 
the work is far from over. The Ministry of Transportation 
is asking OTC to collect and communicate input from its 
memberships concerning any conflicts/challenges they 
are experiencing with respects to Ontario Traffic Manuals. 
OTC encourages members to take this opportunity by 
submitting their feedback to Geoff Wilkinson, OTC 
Executive Director at geoff@otc.org.

AODA 
continued

Advanced solutions for public safety. 
SHARING EXCELLENCE
As the world's leading supplier, we draw on over 80 years of experience and have successfully installed over 30,000 systems in more than 80 countries,
making us a specialist in advanced concepts and customized services to meet your specific requirements for Traffic Law Enforcement and Civil Security.
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Who Should Attend 
Traffic engineering technicians, technologists or engineers engaged in 

traffic studies/traffic operations functions. 
 

Course Registration & Dates 
April 8-18, 2019 

Timetable and registration forms are available at www.otc.org/events.  
Registration fee of $1900+HST includes:  training, meals and  

accommodation at OPC. 

APRIL 8-18, 2019 
Ontario Police College, Aylmer, ON 

Some Topics Include: 
 

 Vehicle Speeds/Setting Speed Limits 
 Intersection Control Warrants 
 Land Development TIS 
 Trans. Engineering Concepts 
 Human Factors and Trans. Engineering 
 Highway Traffic Act 
 Traffic Calming Practices 
 Collision Data Analysis and Countermeas-

ures 
 Work Zone Safety 
 Urban Ped. Ops. And AODA 
 Traffic Control Signals and System Opera-

tions 
 

 
 
 Intelligent Transportation Systems 
 Roundabout Design & Operations 
 Municipal Transit Operations 

Traffic  
 Traffic Data Collection and Analysis 
 Automated Vehicles 
 Capacity Analysis 
 Urban Bicycle Operations 
 Municipal Act, Tort  and Liability 
 Measuring Transportation Pilot Project 

Evaluation 
 Traffic Control Signals  
 Traffic Signing 
 

To view the full course timetable visit www.otc.org/events 
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