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Crossing Guard Appreciation

 Brain child of the Ontario Traffic Council – School Crossing Programs 

Committee

 March 20, 2019 – first ever province wide Crossing Guard Appreciation Day

 Celebrated by more than 20 municipalities across the province



Why an Appreciation Day?

 Gap in recognition

 Lack of consistency across municipalities

 Multiple dates, time of year, various practices

 Road safety messaging and education

 Increased road danger, pedestrian exposure

 Stewardship and investment in the community

 Community presence and human connection



What we Looked to Achieve

 Newly celebrated Crossing Guard Appreciation Day looked to achieve the 
following:

 Bring recognition to the crossing guard program and what it entails

 Showcase the hard work crossing guards do on a daily basis regardless of 
weather or working conditions

 Bring awareness to the safety of pedestrians within the crosswalks and 
intersections

 Build Community partnerships

 Help make crossing guards feel proud of the work they do on a daily basis.



The Prep
 To make Crossing Guard Appreciation Day a 

successful event, municipalities undertook the 
following:

 Program committee created a 
communication plan to guide the outreach 
of the program

 Submitted media release(s) to the public 
with graphics and details to showcase the 
event

 Participated in social media promotion –
municipalities, members of council and 
partner organizations

 Provided packages to schools to 
participate in acknowledging and 
recognizing crossing guards throughout the 
municipality



The Day

 Municipalities worked with various stakeholders and partners to share in the 

celebration of the day. Participation spanned across a number of groups:

 School Boards

 Regional Government

 Police and Emergency Services Groups

 Non-profit partner groups

 Mayors and Members of Council

 Some municipalities held special events/gatherings for crossing guards to 

participate in their special day
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Successes

 Social media support

 Tweets, re-tweets, facebook, Instagram

 Municipality participation

 Community involvement

 Comradery amongst fellow crossing guards



Where are we heading in 2020?

 Formalize standard materials for consistency

 Expand social media impact

 Increase partnerships 

 Potential for media involvement

 Work towards the creation of proclamations for each municipality



Next Year:  March 25, 2020



Questions?


