Crossing Guard
Appreciation Day

Amanda Hynes, Town of Ajax




Crossing Guard Appreciation

» Brain child of the Ontario Traffic Council — School Crossing Programs
Committee

» March 20, 2019 - first ever province wide Crossing Guard Appreciation Day

» Celebrated by more than 20 municipalities across the province




Why an Appreciation Daye

= Gap in recognition

®» | ack of consistency across municipalities

» Multiple dates, fime of year, various practices

®» Road safety messaging and education

®» |ncreased road danger, pedestrian exposure

» Stewardship and investment in the community

®» Community presence and human connection




What we Looked to Achieve

» Newly celebrated Crossing Guard Appreciation Day looked to achieve the
following:

» Bring recognition to the crossing guard program and what it entails

» Showcase the hard work crossing guards do on a daily basis regardless of
weather or working conditions

» Bring awareness to the safety of pedestrians within the crosswalks and
intersections

» Build Community partnerships

®» Help make crossing guards feel proud of the work they do on a daily basis.




The Prep
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®» To make Crossing Guard Appreciation Day a Guard - ,Mgrff;,h_'lf,’,‘;"?
successful event, municipalities undertook the Appreciation Apbreciaton oy
following: _— CFlp us celebrate your
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» Program committee created a

communication plan to guide the outreach s ool N
Of .I.h e prongm helping children safely cross

busy streets.

No matter how cold, hot, rainy
or showy, Crossing Guards are
always there to keep everyone safe.

» Submitted media release(s) to the public Remember to say thank you on
with graphics and details to showcase the PP March 20,2016,
event

®» Participated in social media promotion — owing these simple
municipalities, memlbers of council and PLEASE AS A MOTORIST:

pG rTn er Org aniza T| ons 1. SLOW DOWN when approaching a crossing zone
2. COME TO A COMPLETE STOP once a Crossing Guard
raises their stop sign
3. CONTINUE only after all children and the crossing guard are
safely off the road!

» PI’OVIded pCICngeS TO SChOOlS TO 4. OBSERVE all no stopping and no parking signs e
PN g g - park only in designated areas. A
participate in acknowledging and
recognizing crossing guards throughout the
municipality
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The Day

» Municipalities worked with various stakeholders and partners to share in the
celebration of the day. Participation spanned across a number of groups:

» School Boards
» Regional Government
» Police and Emergency Services Groups

= Non-profit partner groups

» Mayors and Members of Council

®» Some municipalities held special events/gatherings for crossing guards to
parficipate in their special day
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The students and staff at
@NottinghamPS are celebrating
#CrossingGuardAppreciationDay.
Crossing Guard Walter Middleton gives
everyone a friendly greeting each day
and he loves his job. Thanks for all you
do! #WeAreDDSB #DDSBWellBeing

9:15 AM - Mar 20, 2019 - Sprout Social

2 Retweets 6 Likes
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Port Colburn —

TR Published by Michelle Idzenga [?]- March 20 at 9:44 AM - Q

We were joined by S/Sgt Rob LaPlante from Niagara Regional Police
Service today as we visited and thanked Crossing Guards this morning in
celebration & of #CrossingGuardAppreciationDay! #PORTicipate and show
City of Port Colborne your #ONCrossingGuard some appreciation today! One resident even

roRiee Published by Michelle Idzenga [?]- March 19 at 2:57 PM - Q brought a guard a Tim’s gift card!
: " ey Let us know and comment below: "My Crossing Guard is the best because
#PORTicipate and show your School Crossing Guards some appreciation! A : J

Tomorrow, March 20, is School Crossing Guard Appreciation Day!

Help us recognize the individuals across our city, whose assistance helps
young residents with their safe daily commutes to and from school.

Support your local School Crossing Guards by:... See More
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People Reached Engagements

@O Dianna Jarram, Amanda Becker and 55 others 3 Comments 2 Shares
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Most Relevant

Vrite a comment © @ @ @

—
@ Italia Petrella Reeves My Crossing Guards are the best because
they known each one of the students they cross by namel Thanks
4,196 739 s :
Boost Post for your dedication to our community!
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@D Twila Andrews, Kevin Saunders and 122 others 12 Comments 31 Shares




Milton

Town Of Milton
o MWon i S
marov Published by Hootsuite (21 23hrs - Q@

Today is the first Ontario-wide School Crossing Guard Appreciation Day!

Take some time to personally thank your neighbourhood crossing
guards for keeping our community safe on a daily basis.

Learn more about crossing guards at: http://ow ly/W70m30n4R32
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APPRECIATION DAY
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Boosted on Mar 20, 2019 Finishes today
By Tawnof Milton-Communications
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View Results
Qo Lynn Mounsey, Judy Frances Glen and 139 others 7 Comments 32 Shares
oY Like () Comment 2> Share v
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Lynn Mounsey YWell done ladies, big shout out to Christine McLeod
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Successes

Social media support

» Tweets, re-tweets, facebook, Instagram

Municipality participation

Community involvement

Comradery amongst fellow crossing guards



Where are we heading in 2020¢

Formalize standard materials for consistency

Expand social media impact

Increase partnerships

Potential for media involvement

Work towards the creation of proclamations for each municipality



Next Year: March 25, 2020




Questions®e

?




