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SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM 

8:10−8:15 AM Welcome/Opening Remarks 

8:15−9:00 AM 

 

2+1 Roads – Swedish Innovation, Northern Ontario 
Solution 
 

Mark Wilson 
Resource Member 

GEMS (Going the Extra Mile for Safety) 

 
In the 1990’s Sweden took a different approach to road safety when they 

introduced their innovative road safety initiative called Vision Zero. The program is 

based on a principle of safe system design that recognizes that humans make 

mistakes and if a human fails on the road, the road system should not. Vision 

Zero looks not necessarily reducing the number of crashes on our roads but 

reducing the kinetic energy produced in those crashes to a level that a human can 

survive. In the past 25 years Vision Zero and other similar systems adopted 

around the world have been very successful in reducing fatalities and serious 

injuries on road networks. 

2+1 Roads have been a very significant part of the success of Vision Zero in 

Sweden particularly on their rural road network. This report is based on three fact 

finding trips, two in Sweden and one in Ireland. The itinerary of the trips included 

tours of 2+1 roads, including a 2+1 construction project, and meetings with 

officials and experts on 2+1 road design and Vision Zero principles. This report 

looks at the history of 2+1 roads in Sweden and Ireland as well as other 

jurisdictions. It also discusses the construction, maintenance, traffic performance, 

costs, emergency response and public perception of the 2+1 road design.  

The report also references various studies which have investigated the 

effectiveness of 2+1 roads. With fatality rate reductions between 55-80% as 

identified in some of these studies, we see that 2+1 roads can clearly provide 

another option for building safer roads on our rural road network. 
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9:00−9:45 AM 

 

Getting Equity Right – Bringing Together Qualitative and 

Quantitative Methods in Transportation Planning 

 

Jeremy Finkleman  
Community 

Engagement Specialist 
and Active 
Transportation Planner  

WSP  

 

Justin Jones  
Transportation 

Planner 

WSP 

 
There is a lot of talk these days about the importance of Equity when it comes to 

Transportation Planning exercises. From how changes in transit service impact 

low-income populations to how unequal access to active transportation 

infrastructure creates areas of mobility poverty, practitioners are being asked to 

think beyond their own lived experience to develop solutions that will meet the 

needs of all communities. This presentation discussions ways of meaningfully 

incorporating Equity into Transportation Planning practice building off best 

practices and in reference to recent experiences. Key topics explored will include 

the importance of defining equity in a way that suits the local context of each 

community, developing data analysis techniques to validate lived experiences and 

the importance of developing relationships with community leaders to deliver 

context-sensitive solutions.  
 

9:45−10:30 AM 

 

Multi-modal Level of Service Analysis in Ontario – 

Evolution, Benefits and Challenges  
 
Muna Awatta 
Transportation Planning Engineer 
Parsons 

 
Although few municipalities in Ontario currently require the explicit assessment of 

non-auto modes, a scan of recent transportation plans indicates that many 

Ontario municipalities are moving in that direction. With the recent development 

of the OTC’s new Multi-modal Level of Service (MMLOS) Guidelines earlier this 

year, we can expect the use of MMLOS analysis to become more common practice 

in coming years. This presentation will outline the general evolution of multi-

modal assessment in Ontario, in addition to some potential benefits and 

challenges of adopting the use of MMLOS analysis in municipalities. 
 

10:30−10:45 AM Break 



  
 

Transportation Planning Symposium 
Hilton Garden Inn Airport West, 1870 Matheson Blvd., Mississauga 

Tuesday, November 29, 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

10:45−11:15 AM 

 

Caledon Rail to Trail Conversion Project  
 

 

Arash Olia, Ph.D., 
P.Eng. 
Transportation 

Engineer 

Town of Caledon 
  

 

Sabrina Davidson  
Active Transportation 
Specialist  

Town of Caledon 

 

In July 2022, The Region of Peel, in collaboration with local municipalities, 

including Caledon, finalized the acquisition of 51km of the former Orangeville 

Brampton Railway corridor, which runs from the Caledon/Orangeville boundary to 

just north of Mississauga. Local municipalities now assume the corridor, and staff 

from the Town of Caledon will be presenting their multi-year strategy for 

converting 36 km of the rail line within Caledon from rail to pedestrian and cyclist 

trailway. The presentation will also detail the immediate and early activities 

associated with the project, as well as outline anticipated challenges and 

opportunities. 
 

11:15AM 

−12:00 PM 

 

York Region Transportation Master Plan (TMP) 
 

Diana Kakamousias, 
MES, MCIP, RPP 

Program Manager, 
Sustainable Mobility, 
Transportation, and 

Infrastructure Planning 

Regional Municipality 

of York 

Mark Hanlon, MCIP, 
RPP 

Senior Transportation 
Specialist  

Regional Municipality 

of York 

 

The Regional Municipality of York completed an update to its Transportation 

Master Plan (TMP) in September 2022.  Previous TMP’s were completed in 2002, 

2009, and 2016. York Region staff will provide an overview of the TMP that 

addresses growth to over 2.02M persons and 990,000 jobs by 2051, the 

integrated planning and principle-based approach taken to develop the 2051 

active transportation, rapid transit, and road networks, focus areas for 

implementing the short-term, priority initiatives, and lessons learned while 

undertaking the 2022 TMP.  Developing the TMP during the COVID-19 pandemic 

provided the Region with an opportunity to explore a new model for collaborating 

and engaging with our residents, businesses, and stakeholders.  
 

12:00−1:00 PM Lunch 
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1:00−1:45 PM 

 

Thunder Bay Waverley Transit Terminal Relocation  

 
Brandon Orr 
Team Lead, Mobility Planning  

TMIG (The Municipal Infrastructure Group Ltd.), a T. Y. Lin 
Company 
 
 

Looking beyond ridership, the Waverley Transit Hub Relocation is an ambitious 

multi-modal concept for Thunder Bay’s North Core that incorporated enhanced 

socio-economic and sustainability metrics allowing for a more holistic assessment 

of net benefits to the community. This presentation will discuss the hidden 

insights and findings that were obtained and how they played a key role in 

developing an enhanced final concept. 
 

1:45−2:30 PM 

 

The Myth of Parking and Main Street Revitalization 
 

Lorenzo Mele 

Principal 
Attivo Designs  

B.N. (Raj) Mohabeer 

OALA, CSLA, MCIP, 
RPP, PLA, ASLA, 

AICP, LEED®AP 
President 
Placemakers Guild 

 
A long-held view of economic development tied to city building is that automobile 

parking is a vital element for creating prosperous and thriving main streets.  In 

practice – a generous parking supply and low parking rates can discourage infill 

development and encourage sprawl. This approach also leads to an increase in 

private automobile ownership, boosts vehicle use and reduces the attractiveness 

of other modes of travel such as walking, cycling and public transit. A first step in 

breaking this cycle of automobile dependency begins with a re-think of our current 

methods, policies and practices that created our current level of parking supply. 

Aligning parking supply with demand to optimize land use and support an increase 

in modes of travel other than the private automobile also requires new ways to 

plan and design places that are safe, comfortable and that bring joy and delight 

into the lives of people living and visiting in your communities. By planning for 

people and designing how to bring happiness in their lives - Downtown and 

Mainstreet projects can showcase the heart and soul of a community. 
 

2:30−2:45 PM Break 
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2:45−3:30 PM 

 

Advancing Equity in Transportation Planning: Toronto's 

Transportation Equity Opportunity Zones (TEOZ) Index 
 

Lorina Hoxha  
Policy Development 
Officer  

City of Toronto 

Matthew Davis,  
P. Eng, PE, PTOE, ITE 
Fellow 

Manager of Capital 
Projects & Program  

City of Toronto 
 

 
Transportation infrastructure is a public good that greatly impacts quality of life, 

yet social equity has not traditionally been a principal consideration or targeted 

outcome of transportation planning. The Transportation Equity Opportunity Zones 

project is part of a series of research tools being developed by the City of 

Toronto’s Transportation Services Division to incorporate equity-based metrics and 

sociodemographic data into transportation decision-making at the project and 

program levels, all with the goal of transforming how transportation projects are 

planned and implemented to better serve disadvantaged communities. This 

presentation will describe the methodology of the TEOZ index and various use 

cases. 
 


